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1. Introduction
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Annual Governance Statement 2019/20 

Good governance continues to be key to the delivery of our organisational objectives. 

In the past twelve-months the Combined Authority's governance operations have expanded 

in scale and complexity to support the incorporation of Teesside International Airport into the 

Combined Authority Group and to integrate the governance arrangements of the South Tees 

Development Corporation into a single governance framework. 

Our growing responsibilities are reliant upon maintaining robust governance arrangements 

which ensure the effective delivery of our activities and the management of risk. 

Our ambition remains to make the Tees Valley the best place to live in the UK by driving 

rapid and sustainable economic growth, delivering better life chances and a better quality of 

life for our communities. But these are not the limits of our ambition or our responsibilities. 

Our goal is that the Tees Valley Combined Authority continue to be perceived to be at the 

forefront of this devolution revolution and recognised by our peers as a role model when it 

comes to delivery and innovation in local government. 

As part of the first wave of Mayoral Combined Authorities we are aware that we have a 

responsibility to prove that the best answers for local people come from local people and that 

devolution is the most effective way of driving regional economic development and creating 

vibrant, inclusive and prosperous communities throughout the United Kingdom. We do not 

believe that the government would be proposing to devolve further powers to Mayoral 

Combined Authorities had we not successfully met this challenge to date. The evolving 

devolution agenda places further duties on us to ensure that our governance framework 
continues to be an exemplar of best practice and has the flexibility to adapt to any new 

responsibilities and new challenges the coming period presents. 

It is also our ambition that our Governance Framework adds genuine value to the decision 

and policy-making of the Combined Authority Group. 

2. The Scope of Responsibility

The Tees Valley Combined Authority is responsible for ensuring that our operations are 

conducted in accordance with the law and appropriate standards. We are also responsible 

for making sure public money is used effectively and appropriately and is properly accounted 

for. We have a responsibility to ensure we have proper arrangements in place for the 

governance of our affairs and effective exercise of our functions, including the management 

of risk. We also have a duty under the 1999 Local Government Act to make continuous 

improvements to the way we operate. 




















