
  

     
Rt Hon Michael Gove MP 
Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing & 
Communities  
Minister for Intergovernmental Relations 
2 Marsham Street  
London  
SW1P 4DF  
 

Mayor of Tees Valley Combined Authority 
Teesside Airport Business Suite 
Teesside International Airport 
Darlington 
DL2 1NJ 
 

  

29 January 2024 
 
Dear Lord Houchen, 
 
On 16 May 2023 you approached Government regarding an independent review of the South Tees 
Development Corporation (STDC) and Teesworks. You raised concerns regarding the allegations 
made in parliament by Andy McDonald MP of ‘dubious dealings’ and ‘industrial-scale corruption’. 
You were particularly concerned about the damaging effects that these allegations could have on 
investment and job creation across Teesside. I wrote to you on 24 May 2023, noting that the 
exceptional circumstances meant I would establish such a review. I appointed an independent Panel 
to report to me, with the Terms of Reference published on gov.uk. 
 
Today, I have published the independent panel’s report into the Tees Valley Combined Authority’s 
(TVCA) oversight of the STDC and Teesworks Joint Venture. My colleague, Lee Rowley, is also 
making a statement to Parliament setting out our assessment of the report and its recommendations.  
I am grateful to the Panel for their work and to you, your members and officers, and other partners, 
for your cooperation with the review, providing the Panel with information requested, and meeting 
with them to aid their investigation. 
 
Their report makes clear that the panel found no evidence of corruption or illegality. I know you will 
strongly welcome this conclusion. They also note that the pace and scope of the regeneration has 
had wide-reaching positive impact on the local economy, which we all welcome. The panel report 
identifies a ‘need to strengthen governance and increase transparency which can be done with 
limited impact on pace of delivery’ and makes recommendations as to how to address these by 
strengthening scrutiny and improving public accountability to the residents of Teesside. There are 
some specific areas for improvement and lessons to be learned, which I know you will also welcome. 
I am grateful for your assurance that you stand ready to accept in principle the recommendations, 
while recognising that the panel also made recommendations to Government which will be carefully 
considered and to which I will respond in due course. 
 
I ask that you now engage with the panel’s recommendations, working with the Combined Authority 
and partners as appropriate, and provide me with an initial report by 8 March on how you intend to 
respond to the Panel’s recommendations. I will not take decisions on further action until you have 
responded. My officials stand ready to support yours, with your response to these recommendations.  
 
A copy of this letter will be placed in the House libraries. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-teesworks-joint-venture-reviewer-appointment-letters-and-terms-of-reference/terms-of-reference


With every good wish, 
 
 
 
 

 
RT HON MICHAEL GOVE MP 

Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities 
Minister for Intergovernmental Relations 

 


