
Tees Valley
Local Growth Plan | 
Evidence Base 2025

Priority 5 | Strategic 
Infrastructure



2

Contents

Contents

Reviewed and approved by ONS Local 

Caveats

All data included in the evidence base for the Tees Valley Local Growth Plan is the most recent available as of 
15/08/2025. For the purpose of developing the Tees Valley Local Growth Plan, we acknowledge that some datasets 
will be updated during development of the plan. We are not proposing to update our evidence base further.

Please also note APS estimates have been downgraded to "official statistics in development". ONS states that “rates 
published from the APS remain robust; however, levels and changes in levels should be used with caution. This 
affects all APS periods from April 2019 to March 2020 onwards”. 

Further detail for metrics may be available in the data packs, available on request.

Tees Valley Local Growth Plan | Strategic 
Infrastructure
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Priority 5 | Accelerate the development of strategic transport, energy, digital and housing 
infrastructure to maximise the potential of our growth opportunities and create the 
environment for growth.

Tees Valley Local Growth Plan | 
Strategic Infrastructure

Core Themes:

Infrastructure Land
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Tees Valley | Infrastructure

The Infrastructure theme is split into four sections:

Priority 5

Transport Energy Digital Housing
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This section details how people and goods move into, out of, and 
around the Tees Valley by road, rail, sea and air. It also 
summarises the air quality associated with transport emissions in 
Tees Valley.

Physical connectivity is a critical enabler for: 

Residents – providing access to employment, training and social 
opportunities as well as having a significant impact on the 
wellbeing and economic outcomes for deprived communities. 

Business – enabling companies to remain and become both 
nationally and internationally competitive. 

To enable the full growth potential of Tees Valley being unlocked, 
resilient and reliable connection across the region is required. 
Tees Valley businesses and organisations must be supported to 
access UK and European supply chains, particularly in the North 
of England, which in turn will enable Tees Valley residents to 
benefit fully from emerging job opportunities. 

Infrastructure | Transport

Strategic 
Infrastructure

T
ra

n
sp

o
rt ▪ Travel to work

▪ No car access
▪ Average road speed
▪ Bus passenger journeys
▪ Rail station entries and exits
▪ Teesside airport destinations
▪ Transport emissions per capita
▪ Travel times to employment 

centres
▪ Skills access
▪ Transport barriers
▪ Transport poverty

Evidence covered 
in this section:
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▪ The percentage of employed residents who travel to 
work by car has increased since the last census, 71% 
of Tees Valley residents now use a car to commute

▪ Those commuting by bus, coach or minibus has 
almost halved since the 2011 census with less than 4% 
of commuters using this method of travel

▪ Walking to work has reduced but remains the most 
popular option after commuting by car

▪ Cycling to work has remained consistent, with only a 
0.1 percentage point reduction since the last census

▪ ‘Other’ means of travel is the only travel method, apart 
from driving a car, that increased in the 2021 census

Source: Census 2021
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Travel to work flows

Note: Census 2021 took place during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, a period of unparalleled and rapid change; the national lockdown, 
associated guidance and furlough measures will have affected the travel to work topic. Source: ONS, Census 2021

▪ Stockton-on-Tees has the largest local workflow within Tees Valley with over 61,000 commuting within the local 
authority

▪ Middlesbrough has the greatest net inflow of all local authorities within Tees Valley with a positive inflow of over 
4,400, including residents from Tees Valley and outside areas

▪ Redcar and Cleveland has the largest negative net inflow, with an outflow of over 9,000

▪ Tees Valley has a negative net inflow, almost 7,000 between outflow and inflow to the area

▪ See https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censusorigindestination/ for areas of inflow/outflow

Within Local Authority
Outflow Inflow Net Inflow (-ve = outflow)

Tees Valley Other Tees Valley Other Tees Valley Other Total

Darlington 37,032 4,107 8,157 5,507 8,818 1,400 661 2061

Hartlepool 26,317 6,809 4,623 3,838 2,967 -2,971 -1,656 -4627

Middlesbrough 37,157 14,240 5,037 19,597 4,083 5,357 -954 4403

Redcar & Cleveland 35,959 14,232 5,430 8,355 2,001 -5,877 -3,429 -9306

Stockton-on-Tees 61,470 16,728 8,245 18,819 6,776 2,091 -1,469 622

Tees Valley 254,051 - 31,492 - 24,645 - -6,847

Transport

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censusorigindestination/
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Car or van availability per household

Source: ONS, Census 2021

% of households with no car/van access

Darlington 25.0%

Hartlepool 29.1%

Middlesbrough 33.5%

Redcar and Cleveland 24.8%

Stockton on Tees 22.2%

Tees Valley average 26.5%

England average 23.3%

Transport
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▪ Tees Valley has the highest average local ‘A’ road 
speed within the North, as well as being above the 
England average, this has been the case since 2019.

▪ The high average speed indicates a lack of accidents 
and congestion within the road network which keeps 
traffic flowing.

▪ The highest average speed was seen in 2020 where 
the average was 28.9 mph, this reduced in 2021 and 
again in 2022, but 2023 saw an increase in speeds to 
an average of 28.2 mph.

▪ Tees Valley has previously fallen below England 
averages for SRN roads, including A19, parts of A174, 
A66 and A1053 but year ending 2024 saw Tees Valley 
having higher average speeds than the England 
average.

Average speed on local roads

Source: Department for Transport monthly average speeds on local ‘A’ roads in England
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Source: DfT Road traffic statistics by local authority in England 2024

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Darlington 512 526 424 473 514 525 540

Hartlepool 397 406 321 360 397 411 421

Middlesbrough 742 764 599 673 788 806 897

Redcar & Cleveland 581 600 504 553 573 593 610

Stockton-on-Tees 882 950 727 822 867 907 965

Tees Valley 3,114 3,246 2,575 2,881 3,139 3,242 3,433

North East 12,232 12,700 10,070 11,215 12,279 12,667 13,022

England 285,53
6 289,473 228,152 254,369 276,345 282,460 287,020

▪ Stockton-on-Tees has the highest road traffic vehicle miles within Tees Valley at 965 million vehicle miles.

▪ Hartlepool has the fewest, more than half the number seen within Stockton-on-Tees, with 421 million vehicle miles.
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Reported road accidents

Source: DfT Road traffic statistics by local authority in England 2023

▪ Hartlepool has the least reported road accidents with only 89 recorded in 2023, a reduction of 31 from 2022
▪ Stockton-on-Tees has the most reported road accidents with more than double seen in Hartlepool 
▪ Please see previous slide as road traffic miles follow the same pattern as the reported accidents within the local 

authority

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Darlington 195 167 103 122 114 107

Hartlepool 78 105 100 116 125 89

Middlesbrough 220 190 177 172 209 175

Redcar & Cleveland 126 128 116 134 135 128

Stockton-on-Tees 184 239 177 201 205 215

Tees Valley 803 829 673 745 788 714

North East 3,899 3,809 2,861 3,024 3,169 3,078

England 112,016 107,535 84,489 93,884 98,564 96,771
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Tees Valley current local cycling 
and walking routes 2025

Source: Tees Valley Combined Authority

Transport



13

Contents

Contents

Tees Valley 
local cycling 
and walking 
investment 
plans 2025

Transport

Source: Tees Valley Combined Authority
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Source: DfT Bus passenger journeys by local authority in England 2024

▪ Middlesbrough has the highest number of bus passengers within the Tees Valley local authorities with 6.6 
million recorded in the year to March 2024.

▪ Hartlepool has the fewest with 3.6 million passengers recorded to March 2024.
▪ All local authorities have seen an increase in numbers compared to 2023.

Mar-18 Mar-19 Mar-20 Mar-21 Mar-22 Mar-23 Mar-24

Darlington 6.0 5.7 5.5 1.7 3.6 3.2 4.1

Hartlepool 4.3 4.4 4.0 1.6 2.8 3.4 3.6

Middlesbrough 7.3 7.4 6.8 2.5 4.8 5.8 6.6

Redcar & Cleveland 4.4 4.2 3.4 1.2 2.4 2.4 2.9

Stockton-on-Tees 8.2 8.2 7.4 3.0 5.0 5.7 6.3

Tees Valley 30.2 29.9 27.1 10.0 18.6 20.5 23.5

North East 169.0 171.6 159.8 61.2 113.0 127.4 130.6

England 4,346.8 4,310.8 4,052.6 1,583.0 2,835.1 3,379.2 3,629.1
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▪ Rail station entries and exits is a measure of 
the number passenger entries and exits at a 
rail station within the selected area.

▪ Darlington local authority has the highest 
passenger count with the most rail station 
entries and exits within Tees Valley, over one 
third of the Tees Valley total.

▪ This is followed by Middlesbrough local 
authority with almost one quarter of the Tees 
Valley total of entries and exits.

▪ Hartlepool local authority has the fewest rail 
station entries and exits with only 10% of the 
Tees Valley total being within the local 
authority.

Source: Office of Road and Rail 2023/2024 data

Darlington 
35.3%

Hartlepool
10.0%

Middlesbrough
23.4%

Redcar and Cleveland
13.8%

Stockton on Tees
17.4%

Transport

Rail station entries and exits by local authority
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▪ Darlington train station is the busiest within Tees 
Valley with one third of all passenger entries and exits.

▪ Middlesbrough train station follows, with one fifth of 
Tees Valley passenger entries and exits.

▪ Hartlepool train station is the third most popular train 
station within Tees Valley with almost 10% of all 
entries and exits, despite Hartlepool having the 
fewest entries and exits by local authority.

▪ 4 of the top 10 most popular train stations for entries 
and exits within Tees Valley are located within 
Stockton-on-Tees local authority, 3 are located within 
Redcar & Cleveland local authority.
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Source: Office of Road and Rail 2023/2024 data

Top 10 rail station entries and exits in Tees Valley
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▪ The catchment area is recorded as 15 minutes walk 
from the train station, approximately 1,200 metre 
distance.

▪ Looking at the data per capita, shows that 
Middlesbrough train station is the most popular with 
almost 170 entries and exits per capita in 2023/24, 
replacing Darlington which falls second on the list per 
capita with 158 entries and exits.

▪ Dinsdale and South Bank rail station are not within the 
top 10 rail station for entries and exits in Tees Valley 
but when looking at it per capita they feature in the 
top 10, replacing Stockton and Redcar East.

169.3

158.1

67.8

60.5

57.7

55.8

39.1

21.4

21.2

14.6

Middlesbrough station

Darlington station

Hartlepool station

Thornaby station

Saltburn station

Eaglescliffe station

Redcar Central

Dinsdale station

Yarm station

South Bank station

Transport

Source: Office of Road and Rail 2023/2024 data

Entries and exits per capita in catchment area
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Source: UK CAA

TIA passenger numbers have recovered following the pandemic in 2020 and are now well above pre-pandemic levels.
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Direct 
destinations 
flying from 
Teesside 
International 
Airport 2025

Source: Teesside International Airport

Transport
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Note: Local Authority breakdown available in the datapack

Nitrous oxide (N₂O) is formed during combustion processes, most commonly emitted from transport.

Source: UK local authority and regional greenhouse gas emissions national statistics, Department for Energy Security & Net Zero (DESNZ)
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Note: Local Authority breakdown available in the datapack
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Source: UK local authority and regional greenhouse gas emissions national statistics, Department for Energy Security & Net Zero (DESNZ)

CH₄ emissions per capita from transport
Methane (CH₄ ) is a hydrocarbon, created from the incomplete combustion of fossil fuels.
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Note: Local Authority breakdown available in the datapack
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Source: UK local authority and regional greenhouse gas emissions national statistics, Department for Energy Security & Net Zero (DESNZ)

CO₂ emissions per capita from transport
Carbon Dioxide (CO₂) is a headline indicator of greenhouse gas emissions.
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Travel time 
to nearest 
employment 
centre with 
>100 jobs

Source: TVCA, DfT Journey time statistics 2019 

All Tees Valley residents 
can reach an employment 
centre within 50 minutes 
by public transport or 
walking.

Transport
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Tees Valley 
working age 
population within 
1 hour of a 
Further Education 
establishment by 
public transport

Source: NOMIS, QGIS TravelTime plugin

Tees Valley population within 1 hour of Further 
Education establishments Total population (2022) % of population within 1 hour of FE 

establishments

Working age population (16-64 years old) 412,303 420,828 98.0%

Tees Valley total popualtion 674,607 689,123 97.9%

Transport
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Transport poverty by region 2019
▪ In 2019, the North East of 

England has one of the lowest 
number of people within 
transport poverty. 

▪ However, as a proportion of 
households, the area has the 
largest percentage of 
households affected by 
transport poverty with 12%.

Transport

Source: Getting the measure of transport poverty: Understanding and responding to the UK’s hidden crisis’, Social Market Foundation, 2023
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Transport Related Social Exclusion

Source: Transport for the North, Transport Related Social Exclusion (TRSE)
TRSE in England Visualiser

Transport Related Social Exclusion (TRSE) 
is transport issues that fundamentally 
impact everyday life and limit the ability to 
fulfil everyday needs. 

Reducing TRSE is one of the three key 
regional ambitions set out in Transport for 
the North’s 2024 Strategic Transport Plan.

Rank

Residents living 
in high risk 

neighbourhoods 

% of total 
residents at risk 

of TRSE
Darlington 244 5,359 4.97%
Hartlepool 3 62,083 67.22%
Middlesbrough 183 19,895 13.82%
Redcar and 
Cleveland 11 80,551 59.01%
Stockton-on-Tees 174 32,236 16.40%
Tees Valley 25 200,124 29.55%

The local authority rank is out of 361 areas; 
the combined authority rank is out of 71.

Transport

https://trse.transportforthenorth.com/
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Targeted interventions in green energy, offshore 
technology, and Carbon Capture, Utilisation and 
Storage (CCUS) could have a significant impact on 
local productivity and prosperity, whilst establishing 
Tees Valley as a clean energy powerhouse of the 
UK.

The inclusion of Energy within this section, reflects 
the region’s ambition, and continued progress to 
establish Tees Valley as a global lead for Clean 
Energy, through an innovation-led agenda. The 
Tees Valley economy has key strengths in the 
chemical and process industries, advanced 
manufacturing, and offshore engineering, where we 
compete in global markets. 

Infrastructure | Energy

Strategic Infrastructure

E
n

er
g

y

▪Greenhouse gas emissions

▪ Environmental Impact

▪ Energy independence

▪ Electricity & gas 

consumption

▪ Fuel poverty

Evidence covered 
in this section:
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High-emission industries are defined as the five 
broad industry groups that account for the highest 
shares of the UK’s total greenhouse gas emissions 
(residence-based) excluding emissions from 
households. These are:

1. Electricity and gas

2. Manufacturing

3. Transportation and storage

4. Agriculture forestry and fishing 

5. Water and waste management

These five industries accounted for around 82% of 
total greenhouse gas emissions across the UK and 
employed 16% (around one in every six) of all UK 
employees in 2023.

Percentage of total workforce in high emission 
industries, 2023

Source: Business Register and Employment Survey from the Office for National Statistics, 
Ricardo Energy and Environment, Estimates of green jobs, UK - Office for National Statistics
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/bulletins/experimentalestimatesofgreenjobsuk/july2025
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/bulletins/experimentalestimatesofgreenjobsuk/july2025
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/bulletins/experimentalestimatesofgreenjobsuk/july2025
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▪ Industry greenhouse gas emissions have reduced 
across all local authorities since 2005, the largest 
reduction being seen in Redcar and Cleveland with 
a 95% reduction in emission gases since 2005 (a 
9,215 kt reduction).

▪ Stockton-on-Tees has the largest greenhouse gas 
emissions from industry with 1,133 kt emissions in 
2023.

▪ Commercial greenhouse gas emissions have also 
reduced since 2005 across all local authorities.

▪ Whilst Stockton-on-Tees had the highest 
commercial greenhouse gas emissions in 2023 
with 117 kt, it has also seen the largest reduction in 
emissions since 2005, a decrease of 75%. 

Greenhouse gas emissions – Industry & Commercial 

Source: DESNZ UK local and regional greenhouse gas emissions national statistics: 2005-2023 (2025)
UK local authority and regional greenhouse gas emissions statistics, 2005 to 2023 - GOV.UK
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-local-authority-and-regional-greenhouse-gas-emissions-statistics-2005-to-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-local-authority-and-regional-greenhouse-gas-emissions-statistics-2005-to-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-local-authority-and-regional-greenhouse-gas-emissions-statistics-2005-to-2023
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▪ All Tees Valley local authorities have seen a decrease in 
public sector greenhouse gas emissions since 2005.

▪ Middlesbrough local authority has the highest 
emissions from public sector (33 kt) but it has also seen 
the largest decrease in emissions since 2005, a 
decrease of 75%.

▪

▪ All local authorities have seen a reduction in domestic 
greenhouse gas emissions.

▪ All Tees Valley local authorities have followed the same 
pattern of domestic greenhouse gas emissions since 
2005 and have seen roughly the same reduction since 
2005, around 170 kt.

▪ Stockton-on-Tees has the largest emissions from the 
public sector with 219 kt greenhouse gas emissions.

Greenhouse gas emissions – 
Public sector & domestic

Source: DESNZ UK local and regional greenhouse gas emissions national statistics: 2005-2023 (2025)
UK local authority and regional greenhouse gas emissions statistics, 2005 to 2023 - GOV.UK
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-local-authority-and-regional-greenhouse-gas-emissions-statistics-2005-to-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-local-authority-and-regional-greenhouse-gas-emissions-statistics-2005-to-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-local-authority-and-regional-greenhouse-gas-emissions-statistics-2005-to-2023
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▪ The UK Government has set a target to achieve net 
zero emissions by 2050. While the UK is aiming to 
be a leading country in the transition to net zero, 
Tees Valley is positioning itself at forefront of 
delivering Net Zero goals for industry, with a local 
ambition to achieve a Net Zero industrial cluster by 
2040.

▪ The Tees Valley is a prime location due to being a 
historical industrial heartland, with many high 
emitting industries located in the region for many 
generations. 

▪ The chart highlights the disparity between the Tees 
Valley figures and that of the UK for the last 8 years. 
Note the sharp fall in Tees Valley emissions in 2016 
following the closure of the SSI steel plant in 
Autumn 2015.

Industrial sector CO2 per capita emissions

Source: UK local authority and regional greenhouse gas emissions national statistics: 2005-2023, DESNZ
UK local authority and regional greenhouse gas emissions statistics, 2005 to 2023 - GOV.UK
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-local-authority-and-regional-greenhouse-gas-emissions-statistics-2005-to-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-local-authority-and-regional-greenhouse-gas-emissions-statistics-2005-to-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-local-authority-and-regional-greenhouse-gas-emissions-statistics-2005-to-2023
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▪ Domestic electricity consumption has reduced in 
all local authorities since 2005.

▪ The electricity usage increased in 2020 due to 
COVID restrictions being in place and more people 
staying home, this decreased in the following years 
but there was a slight increase in domestic 
electricity consumption in 2023 across all local 
authorities.

▪ Non-domestic electricity consumption has also 
reduced in all local authorities since 2005, the 
largest decrease being seen in Redcar and 
Cleveland with a 459 GWh reduction in 18 years, a 
45% decrease in consumption.

▪ Stockton-on-Tees had the largest electricity 
consumption in 2023 with 746 GWh being used, 
189 GWh higher than the consumption seen within 
Redcar and Cleveland.

Electricity consumption in GWh

Source: DESNZ Subnational electricity consumption, Great Britain, 2005-2023 (2024)
Regional and local authority electricity consumption statistics - GOV.UK 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-and-local-authority-electricity-consumption-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-and-local-authority-electricity-consumption-statistics
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▪ Domestic gas consumption has seen a larger 
decrease in consumption since 2005 than that of 
electricity. 

▪ The largest domestic gas consumption is within 
Stockton-on-Tees local authority with almost 1,000 
GWh consumption in 2023, the local authority has 
also seen the largest decrease in annual 
consumption since 2005 with a reduction of 473 
GWh (33% reduction).

▪ Non-domestic gas consumption has also reduced 
within all local authorities since 2005, the largest 
decrease being seen in Stockton-on-Tees with a 
1,139 GWh reduction since 2005, 58% reduction in 
consumption.

▪ Stockton-on-Tees remains the local authority with 
the highest gas consumption, there was 815 GWh 
usage in 2023, 91 GWh higher than the gas 
consumption within Redcar and Cleveland.

Source: DESNZ Subnational gas consumption, Great Britain, 2005-2023 (2024)
Regional and local authority gas consumption statistics - GOV.UK 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-and-local-authority-gas-consumption-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-and-local-authority-gas-consumption-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-and-local-authority-gas-consumption-statistics
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Installed Capacity, is the capacity the manufacturer claims the plant can produce. 

Source: ONS Government Missions Data Pack
Regional Renewable Statistics - GOV.UK 
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▪ Photovoltaics (PV) is the direct conversion of 
solar radiation into direct current electricity 
by the interaction of light with the electrons 
in a semiconductor device or cell. Within the 
UK, PV installations are primarily either 
ground-mounted solar farms, usually built on 
low-grade farmland and disused facilities 
(e.g., airfields) or rooftop devices mostly 
retrofitted to existing buildings. 

▪ The data presented are on capacity and the 
number of solar photovoltaic schemes 
installed in the UK.

▪ This data includes installations that are 
recorded as being on domestic properties by 
the Microgeneration Certification Scheme or 
OFGEM in the Central FiTs Register (CFR). 

▪ Tees Valley has less installed capacity than 
all other England Combined Authorities, 
apart from Liverpool City.

Source: ONS Government Missions Data Pack
Regional Renewable Statistics - GOV.UK 

Installed capacity (MW) Number of installations

Darlington 19.5 2,399

Hartlepool 22.8 2,301
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Tees Valley 94.2 14,662
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Energy

Solar photovoltaic deployment, 2023

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-renewable-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-renewable-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-renewable-statistics
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▪ Total public charging devices represent publicly 
available charging devices at all speeds.

▪ Charging devices not open to the public, such as 
private or domestic chargers, are excluded from 
these figures.

▪ A charging device may have more than one 
charging connector and be able to charge more 
than one vehicle at a time, therefore these figures 
do not reflect overall charging capability.

▪ The most recent population figures by Local 
Authority are sourced from the Office for National 
Statistics Population estimates for mid-year 2022. 
For quarters from July 2020 to April 2021, the 
population figures were sourced from 2019 
estimates. For quarters from April 2020 previous, 
the population figures were sourced from the 2018 
estimates. The Local Authority administrative 
geographies are used from April 2023.

Source: ONS Government Missions Data Pack
Electric vehicle public charging infrastructure statistics: April 2025 - GOV.UK
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/electric-vehicle-public-charging-infrastructure-statistics-april-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/electric-vehicle-public-charging-infrastructure-statistics-april-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/electric-vehicle-public-charging-infrastructure-statistics-april-2025
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Green Energy

Tees Valley is home to an array of companies and commercial operations, including many within the 
‘green energy’ industry. As the UK and the rest of the world transition to Net Zero, this sector will grow in 
importance with the potential to further support and maintain both the local and wider national 
economies. The Tees Valley has a particular strength in this industry, which can be utilised to make the 
region the place to be for projects surrounding hydrogen production, offshore wind, Carbon Capture, 
Utilisation and Storage (CCUS) and Sustainable Fuels to name a few. 

TVCA is leading work on using Carbon Capture, Utilisation and Storage (CCUS), decarbonised hydrogen, 
and green energy to get the region’s industry to Net Zero by 2040. Tees Valley’s Cluster Plan for 
Industrial Decarbonisation brings together government and industry to decarbonise the major emitters in 
the heart of the Teesside industrial cluster. More than forty companies are included in the cluster plan 
and most of these companies are located within a 5km radius and include world renowned firms, such as 
Anglo American, BP, Sabic, and Huntsman. 

Energy
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Carbon capture, utilisation, and 
storage technologies (CCUS) 
are an emerging opportunity set 
to be deployed at commercial 
scale. 

The UK government has 
demonstrated an appetite for 
growing the sector, including 
the announcement in October 
2024 of £22 billion over 25 
years to develop CCUS projects 
as part of the UK’s Net Zero 
Strategy. 

Source: https://eastcoastcluster.co.uk/

Energy

Carbon Capture Utilisation & Storage

https://eastcoastcluster.co.uk/
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Carbon Capture Utilisation & Storage

Source: https://www.netzeroteesside.co.uk/ 

In October 2021, it was announced that 
the East Coast Cluster, comprising of 
Net Zero Teesside (NZT), the Northern 
Endurance Partnership (NEP) and Zero 
Carbon Humber was selected as one of 
two premier net zero projects to lead the 
UK’s net zero ambitions and stands 
ready to remove 50% of the UKs 
industrial cluster emissions.

Net Zero Teesside Power & Northern 
Endurance Partnership reached FID in 
December 2024. Around £4bn of 
contracts have been awarded to 
construct this. It is expected to be 
operational in 2028.

Energy

https://www.netzeroteesside.co.uk/
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There is huge economic 
growth potential in the 
development of a 
hydrogen economy and 
associated infrastructure 
in the Tees Valley. 

Conversion of the gas grid 
and of consumer premises 
promises significant 
employment activity.

Hydrogen

Source: Ten-Pager-V28.pdf (teesvalley-ca.gov.uk) 

Energy

https://teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/business/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/03/Ten-Pager-V28.pdf
https://teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/business/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/03/Ten-Pager-V28.pdf
https://teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/business/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/03/Ten-Pager-V28.pdf
https://teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/business/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/03/Ten-Pager-V28.pdf
https://teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/business/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/03/Ten-Pager-V28.pdf
https://teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/business/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/03/Ten-Pager-V28.pdf
https://teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/business/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/03/Ten-Pager-V28.pdf
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East Coast Hydrogen proposed phases

Energy

Source:https://cadentgas.com/nggdwsdev/media/FRoG/ResourcesHub/East-Coast-Hydrogen-Feasibility-Report_online.pdf

https://cadentgas.com/nggdwsdev/media/FRoG/ResourcesHub/East-Coast-Hydrogen-Feasibility-Report_online.pdf
https://cadentgas.com/nggdwsdev/media/FRoG/ResourcesHub/East-Coast-Hydrogen-Feasibility-Report_online.pdf
https://cadentgas.com/nggdwsdev/media/FRoG/ResourcesHub/East-Coast-Hydrogen-Feasibility-Report_online.pdf
https://cadentgas.com/nggdwsdev/media/FRoG/ResourcesHub/East-Coast-Hydrogen-Feasibility-Report_online.pdf
https://cadentgas.com/nggdwsdev/media/FRoG/ResourcesHub/East-Coast-Hydrogen-Feasibility-Report_online.pdf
https://cadentgas.com/nggdwsdev/media/FRoG/ResourcesHub/East-Coast-Hydrogen-Feasibility-Report_online.pdf
https://cadentgas.com/nggdwsdev/media/FRoG/ResourcesHub/East-Coast-Hydrogen-Feasibility-Report_online.pdf
https://cadentgas.com/nggdwsdev/media/FRoG/ResourcesHub/East-Coast-Hydrogen-Feasibility-Report_online.pdf
https://cadentgas.com/nggdwsdev/media/FRoG/ResourcesHub/East-Coast-Hydrogen-Feasibility-Report_online.pdf
https://cadentgas.com/nggdwsdev/media/FRoG/ResourcesHub/East-Coast-Hydrogen-Feasibility-Report_online.pdf
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This section covers metrics relating to digital infrastructure, 
digital innovation, and digital inclusion & skills, each of which 
are key to assisting in the UK Government’s growth agenda 
and fundamental to achieving the Tees Valley’s ambition to 
be the UK’s first truly Smart Region by 2032, using world-
leading digital infrastructure and innovation to create 
opportunities for all residents and businesses. 

Digital technology is increasingly becoming a key driver of 
employment and productivity growth. The coronavirus 
pandemic has rapidly accelerated digital transformation 
around the world, with digital solutions being central to 
safeguarding supply chains, maintaining public services, and 
ensuring continuity in business and education. Reliable and 
fast digital infrastructure is a key enabler for digital 
innovation and an essential component of the functioning of 
the Tees Valley and UK economies. 

Digital infrastructure, innovation, and inclusion & skills are 
woven throughout the work of the Combined Authority.

Infrastructure | Digital

Strategic 
Infrastructure

D
ig

it
al ▪Broadband availability

▪Superfast broadband
▪Ultrafast broadband
▪Broadband coverage below 

USO
▪Download speeds
▪Digital Higher education 

qualifications by sex
▪Digital job postings
▪ Essential digital skills

Evidence covered 
in this section:
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Broadband availability within Tees Valley
▪ Darlington local authority has the lowest proportion 

of premises with superfast and ultrafast broadband, 
it also has the lowest gigabit availability within 
premises in the local authority.

▪ Hartlepool has the highest proportion of premises 
with availability to superfast and ultrafast 
broadband, as well as the highest proportion of 
premises with access to gigabit availability.

▪ Tees Valley (% premises) broadband availability:
▪ SFBB availability: 97.8%
▪ UFBB (100MBit/s) availability: 93.6%
▪ Gigabit availability: 93.5%
▪ Number of premises below the USO: 228 

(0.1%) 
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Digital

Source: Ofcom January 2025
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Tees Valley premises with superfast broadband

Superfast broadband is defined by Ofcom 
as speeds of 30 Mbit/s and above. 

Digital

Source: Ofcom January 2025
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Tees Valley premises with ultrafast broadband

Ultrafast broadband is defined by Ofcom 
as speeds of 300 Mbit/s and above. 

Digital

Source: Ofcom January 2025
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Tees Valley premises that have gigabit capable 
services from fixed broadband

Digital

Source: Ofcom January 2025
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Tees Valley premises with broadband coverage 
below USO (Universal Service Obligation)

Digital

Source: Ofcom January 2025
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Tees valley media download speeds

Source: Ofcom July 2024, House of Commons library

Average max download speeds (Mbit/s)
lines <10Mbit/s lines 10<30Mbit/s lines 30<100Mbit/s lines 100<300Mbit/s lines 300<900Mbit/s lines >=900Mbit/s

Darlington 5.9 18.1 62 203 469 1,115

Hartlepool 5.4 18.3 62 203 470 1,092

Middlesbrough 6.2 17.8 60 208 467 1,108

Redcar and Cleveland 6.3 18.1 59 208 465 1,125

Stockton-on-Tees 5.8 18.0 57 213 463 1,139

Tees Valley average 5.9 18.1 60 207 467 1116

UK average 6.1 18.8 61 186 475 1,051

Average download speed (Mbit/s)

Darlington 209

Hartlepool 199

Middlesbrough 198

Redcar and Cleveland 201

Stockton-on-Tees 243

Note: UK comparison not available

Digital
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Higher education qualifications in digital courses

Source: HESA, Copyright Jisc 2023. Neither Jisc nor Jisc Services Limited can accept responsibility for any inferences or 
conclusions derived by third parties from data or other information supplied by Jisc or Jisc Services Limited.

220 males received a higher education qualification in 2023 in a digital subject, 
83% of all Tees Valley digital HE qualifications.

45 females received a higher education qualification in 2023 in a digital subject, 
17% of all Tees Valley digital HE qualifications.

Digital
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Digital job postings 2024

Note: Skills and Qualifications: Groups; Computer skills and MS Office 

Postings asking for digital skills Total unique postings % of jobs requesting digital skills
Darlington 1,222 12,192 10.0%

Hartlepool 506 4,732 10.7%

Middlesbrough 2,120 19,409 10.9%

Redcar and Cleveland 479 5,802 8.3%

Stockton-on-Tees 1,699 15,115 11.2%

Tees Valley 6,026 57,250 10.5%

England 966,839 6,433,581 15.0%

10.0%
10.7% 10.9%

8.3%

11.2%
10.5%

15.0%

% of jobs requesting digital skills

Darlington Hartlepool Middlesbrough Redcar and Cleveland Stockton-on-Tees Tees Valley England

Source: Lightcast 2024.2

Digital
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The Foundation Level consists of the most 
fundamental tasks to set up an individual for 
success online. A person must be able to 
complete all tasks independently, to achieve 
the Foundation Level. 

Life Essential Digital Skills (EDS) consist of 5 
skills areas. The areas assessed are: Being safe 
and legal online, communicating, handling 
information and content, transacting and 
problem solving. 

Essential digital skills

Source: 2024 Consumer Digital Index

2023 2024

North East UK average North East UK average

Foundation level 82% 84% 81% 85%

Life EDS 90% 92% 92% 93%

Digital
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Digital inclusion

Source: Teesside University DIG-IT project

Teesside University has a project entitled DIG-IT (Digital Inclusion-Growing in IT) which aims to increase digital 
inclusion across Tees Valley. The report highlighted the following statistics regarding digital access for Tees Valley 
residents:

8% (16,167 households) could 
not afford mobile phone 

contracts in 2023

27% of the most vulnerable 
people (27,475) rely solely on 

smartphones for internet 
access

31% of those aged over 65 
(10,727) do not use the 

internet at home

16% of residents aged 16-25 
(11,918) and 42% of those 

aged 65-74 (31,286), do not 
have access to a laptop/PC

36% of all adults aged 18 and above (243,792), 
45% of those in the lowest income brackets 

(89,654), and 49% of those classed as 
economically inactive (87,712), will have their 

access to the internet impacted by the cost-of-
living crisis

24% of those not working (80,925), 25% of those 
with a disability or long-term health problem 

(35,383), 48% of those with no formal qualifications 
(68,911), 37% of those over 65 (49,611), and 50% of 
those aged over 70 (48,081) lack the basic digital 

skills required to effectively engage with the online 
world

15% of those aged under 50 
(60,643) are effectively 

‘offline’ 

Digital
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This section details Tees Valley’s housing through 
cost, supply, demand, and tenure.

Housing development that meets local needs and 
is aligned to wider economic ambitions will ensure 
Tees Valley is a place where people want to live, 
work and play. The region continues to have 
surplus brownfield sites that left unchecked will 
not be developed by the market. The development 
of brownfield and under-utilised public land can 
provide the space for business and housing 
growth, ensuring the whole of Tees Valley is an 
attractive and vibrant place.

Infrastructure | Housing

Strategic Infrastructure

H
o

u
si

n
g

▪Cost

▪Supply

▪Demand

▪Tenure

▪Quality

▪ Energy

▪Homelessness

Evidence covered 
in this section:
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▪ The median house price for 
Tees Valley across all 
properties for Q1 2024 was 
£155,000.

▪ Relative to the England and 
Wales average, Tees Valley 
house prices have decreased 
from 66% of England and 
Wales to 55% since Q1 2014.

▪ Tees Valley house prices 
have increased 27% from Q1 
2014 to Q1 2024, broadly in 
line with the North East 
(27.4%) and almost half of 
the 51.4% rise across 
England and Wales.

Median House Prices

Source: ONS, Median House Price for small geographies
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▪ In Q1 2024, Tees Valley’s 
income to house price ratio 
stood at 4.8

▪ This is slightly below the North 
East at 4.9 and significantly 
below England and Wales at 
7.2

▪ The Tees Valley ratio has 
decreased from 5.3 in Q1 2014 
and significantly since its peak 
of 5.7 in Q4 2020.

▪ Median house price to mean 
income ratio of 5.0 or below is 
considered affordable.

Median House Price to Mean Income Ratio

Source: ONS, Median House Price for small geographies, HMRC PAYE
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The housing affordability ratio is calculated by dividing the median house price in a local authority by the median 
annual gross residence-based earnings, meaning a larger number represents less affordable housing.

▪ All areas within Tees Valley have greater housing affordability than the North East and England based on the 
average affordability ratio.

▪ Redcar and Cleveland has the least affordable housing within Tees Valley with a 5.23 ratio, almost the same as the 
North East rate. Hartlepool has the most affordable housing in Tees Valley with the lowest affordability ratio.

Housing affordability ratio 2024

Source: ONS, House price to residence-based earnings ratio

4.68 4.43 4.59
5.23 4.82 4.75

5.25

8.32

Darlington Hartlepool Middlesbrough Redcar and
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Tees Valley
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Housing
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▪ The average annual rent for a 2-
bedroom dwelling of the five 
local authorities in 2024 was 
£6,467 

▪ Hartlepool had the lowest rent of 
the authorities at £5,818

▪ Stockton-on-Tees had the 
highest rent of the authorities at 
£7,051 

▪ The average rent increase from 
2015 to 2024 of the five local 
authorities was 19.4%.

▪ The greatest increase in rent 
during this period was in 
Stockton-on-Tees with 23.1% 
and the smallest increase was in 
Hartlepool with 14.3%.

Average Private Rent

Source: ONS Price Index of Private Rents (PIPR)
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▪ The average of the 5 local authorities 
for annual rent by bedroom count is 
as follows: 

▪ 15.8% of annual income for a 1 
bed property

▪ 20.3% for 2 beds
▪ 24.3% for 3 beds
▪ 34.9% for 4 or more beds

▪ Over the previous 9 years, the 
average decrease in the rent to 
income ratio for the 5 authorities was 
as follows: 

▪ 2.4 percentage points for 1 
bed

▪ 3.4 for 2 beds
▪ 3.7 for 3 beds
▪ 5.9 for 4 or more beds

Source: ONS Price Index of Private Rents (PIPR), HMRC PAYE

15
.5

%

14
.6

%

17
.3

%

15
.3

%

16
.6

%

17
.4

%

3
2

.6
%

19
.7

%

18
.5

%

2
2

.1
%

2
0

.5
%

2
0

.8
%

2
2

.0
%

3
6

.5
%

2
4

.1
%

2
2

.2
%

2
6

.2
%

2
4

.3
%

2
4

.8
%

2
6

.4
%

4
0

.7
%

3
5.

2
%

3
0

.2
%

3
5.

3
%

3
6

.3
%

3
7.

3
%

3
9

.4
%

6
0

.5
%

1 Bed 2 Bed 3 Bed 4+ Bed

Housing

Average Private Rent to Mean Income Ratio 2024



59

Contents

Contents

▪ The average social rent of the 5 local 
authorities in March 2024 was £407 
per month.

▪ For affordable rent, the average was 
£496 per month.

▪ For a 2-bedroom private rent, the 
average was £526 per month.

▪ For a first-time buyer mortgage (2 
Year fixed rate, 90% Loan to Value, 
25-year mortgage), the average was 
£655 per month.

▪ Darlington is the cheapest authority 
for social and affordable rents, 
whereas Hartlepool was cheapest for 
private rents and first-time buyer 
mortgages.

Average Monthly Housing Costs by Tenure

Note: Affordable rent is rent that is set at up to 80% of market rent (including service charges)
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▪ Local Authority housing supplies have 
stayed relatively stable across Tees 
Valley over the last decade; however, 
locally there was a significant increase 
in Hartlepool.

• Private Registered Provider housing 
supplies have increased 2.3% over the 
same period.

• Private sector housing has been the 
primary driver in growth of the housing 
supply, increasing 8.3% since 2014.

Housing Supply by Tenure

Note: Private Registered Provider housing is not-for-
profit organisation that provides social rented and 
shared ownership housing.

Local Authority breakdown is available in the data book.
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Source: ONS, Dwelling Stock by Tenure and Local Authority
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▪ Tees Valley has added 23,761 
dwellings to its housing stock since 
2014, equivalent to 7.4% of it’s stock 
in the starting year, to a total of 
319,391 dwellings in 2023.

▪ This growth is significantly more 
than 6.4% the rest of the North East 
experienced, however it is 
substantively lower than the 8.8% of 
England.

▪ Hartlepool and Darlington 
experienced the fastest growth in 
housing stock within the local 
authorities, each with an 8.1% 
increase.

▪ Redcar and Cleveland had the 
lowest percentage increase in 
additional dwellings at 6.6%.

Cumulative Additional Dwellings

Note: Local Authority breakdown is available in the data book.
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▪ Between 2015 and 2024, 5,310 affordable 
homes were completed in Tees Valley, 
equivalent to 22.3% of all dwellings built in 
this period. This is slightly higher than the 
21.4% for England.

▪ Of the affordable dwellings built in Tees 
Valley in the last 9 years:

▪ 25.9% were built in Stockton-on-
Tees

▪ 23.9% in Redcar and Cleveland
▪ 17.8% in Darlington
▪ 17.0% in Hartlepool
▪ 15.4% in Middlesbrough

Affordable Housing Completions

Note: Affordable housing is social rented, affordable rented (with 
rents of up to 80% of market rents) and intermediate housing 
(including homes for sale) provided to certain households whose 
needs are not met by the market (NPPF).
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▪ In the year 2023-24, 12,926 
people were on housing 
registers in Tees Valley, 
equivalent to 1.8% of the 
population.

▪ Darlington has consistently had 
the lowest number of people on 
its register (averaging 1.4% 
between 2015 and 2023) and 
up until 2022, the lowest 
percentage of its population on 
the register. Since 2022 
however, Stockton has had the 
lowest rate (1.0% in 2022 and 
1.3% in 2023).

Households on the Housing Register

Note: The Housing Register is a list of households 
waiting for an allocation of social housing.
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Tees Valley had 3,409 households in a reasonable preference 
category:. 

▪ 33.6% of these households were in 
Middlesbrough

▪ 32.3% in Stockton-on-Tees

▪ 20.1% in Hartlepool

▪ 17.5% in Darlington

▪ 5.3% are in Redcar and Cleveland

Households in a Reasonable Preference Category

▪ Homeless refers to people who are homeless within the meaning 
given in Part VII of the Act, regardless of whether there is a 
statutory duty to house them; 

▪ Owed a Duty refers to owed a duty by any local housing authority 
or are occupying accommodation secured by any such authority 
under the Act;

▪ Unsatisfactory Conditions refers to people occupying insanitary 
or overcrowded housing or otherwise living in unsatisfactory 
housing conditions;

▪ Medical/Welfare refers to people who need to move on medical or 
welfare grounds, including grounds relating to a disability;

▪ Potential Hardship refers to people who need to move to a 
particular locality in the district of the authority, where failure to 
meet that need would cause hardship (to themselves or to others)

Source: ONS, Local Authority Housing Statistics Data Returns

Reasonable preference refers to level of priority given to Housing Register applicants under certain circumstances.

Note: Number of households shown do not total to number of households on the register and in a reasonable preference category for 2023/24 as some households are counted twice.
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▪ Homes in Tees Valley owned either 
with a mortgage or outright peaked in 
2001 at 68.1% and have now declined 
to 61.3%, making it equal to the 
national figure for England.

▪ Privately rented accommodation has 
grown significantly over the same 
period, up 12.3 points to 18.2% in 2021.

▪ Socially rented accommodation 
continues to fall as a share of total 
households down to 19.0% 

▪ Shared ownership and living rent free 
now both make up less than 1% of 
households (0.5% and 0.1% 
respectively)

Household Tenure Mix
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▪ A majority of owner-occupied 
houses in Tees Valley are now 
owned outright, broadly matching 
the national trend

▪ Tees Valley’s share of homes 
owned outright in 2021 is slightly 
smaller than the English figure 
(53.1%).

▪ The highest growth in the 
percentage of homes owned 
outright locally was in Redcar and 
Cleveland (21.1 percentage 
points)

Owner Occupation Split

Source: ONS, Census
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Median energy efficiency score 
of existing dwellings 2024
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Median energy efficiency score 
of new dwellings 2024

Source: ONS, Median energy efficiency score, England and Wales
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Fuel Poverty

Source: BEIS Sub-regional Fuel Poverty England 2024 (2023 Data)

▪ A household is defined as ‘fuel poor’ if its required fuel 
costs are above the national median, and spending on fuel 
would leave it below the official poverty line. 

▪ In 2023 Tees Valley had a total of 32,371 households in 
fuel poverty. 
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Proportion of households fuel poor (%)

LSOA Name House of Commons Library 
MSOA Name 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Middlesbrough 003A Ayresome 27.7 30.6 47.2 36.3 32.8

Middlesbrough 003D Ayresome 29.4 34.2 45.7 33.9 31.6

Middlesbrough 001E Middlesbrough Central 28.9 32.4 49.6 37.3 30.6

Middlesbrough 003E Ayresome 23.6 26.5 45.9 35.0 30.0

Middlesbrough 001A Middlesbrough Central 27.7 33.9 41.5 30.6 29.2

Middlesbrough 003C Ayresome 19.4 21.3 39.0 29.5 27.7

Middlesbrough 002A North Ormesby & Brambles 20.2 20.5 39.3 30.5 27.7

Middlesbrough 003B Ayresome 23.1 24.7 40.4 30.2 27.5

Middlesbrough 001D Middlesbrough Central 29.4 36.8 37.7 28.1 27.3

Stockton-on-Tees 017A Thornaby North 27.9 30.2 38.0 28.1 27.0

Housing
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Households assessed as homeless per 1,000

▪ Apart from Redcar and Cleveland, all Tees Valley local authorities have households threatened with homelessness 
above the England average of 1.40 per 1,000. The number within Darlington is almost 3 times the England rate at 
3.86 per 1,000.

▪ Households assessed as homeless is above the England average within Darlington, Middlesbrough and Stockton-
on-Tees. Middlesbrough has the highest rate of households assessed as homeless within Tees Valley at 3.77 per 
1,000, more than double the England rate.
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Source: Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government, Statutory homelessness prevention duty outcomes 
England, October to December 2024
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Households by type of temporary accommodation

Source: Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government, Statutory homelessness prevention duty outcomes 
England, October to December 2024

Chart shows households in accommodation arranged by local authorities pending enquiries or after being accepted as homeless 
under the 1996 Act and as amended by the HRA 2018.

▪ Tees Valley has a high percentage of bed and breakfasts and nightly paid accommodation than the English average, accounting 
for over three quarters of temporary accommodation within Tees Valley.

▪ Hostels, private accommodation and local authority housing is lower in Tees Valley compared to nationally.
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This section details Tees Valley’s environmental 
assets and related ecosystem services.

The role of natural assets in delivering a sustainable 
economy and supporting the achievement of net 
zero ambitions is increasingly recognised. The 
natural environment of the Tees Valley is a huge 
potential resource in terms of carbon sequestration, 
supporting health and wellbeing, securing 
biodiversity net gains and contributing to sustainable 
economic growth.

The outstanding natural assets and green 
infrastructure offer in such a compact geography 
provides a significant opportunity to position Tees 
Valley as an attractive location that delivers a high 
quality of life. 

Tees Valley | Land

Strategic 
Infrastructure

La
n

d

▪Natural habitat

▪Urban Rural

▪Built up areas

▪ Flood risk areas

▪Tree Coverage

Evidence covered 
in this section:
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In Tees Valley the main land 
cover types are enclosed 
farmland at 59% (44,500 ha), 
urban areas at 27% (20,600 ha) 
and woodland at 6% (4,800 ha). 
This is significantly below the 
national woodland cover in 
England of 10%. 

Although only covering a small 
total area, there is an important 
area of moorlands and heaths 
found in the South East of the 
area where the North York 
Moors crosses the boundary of 
Redcar and Cleveland.

Natural Habitat

Source: Living England 2022-23

Land
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The benefits and value of natural capital Tees Valley

Source: A Natural Capital Account for the Tees Valley, Natural England Research Report NERR096 (2021). Note: Significance 
ratings based on exploratory exercise conducted with a small group of Tees Valley stakeholders.

The Tees Valley Natural Capital Account produced by Natural England details both the monetisable and non-
monetisable benefits that flow from our natural assets and related ecosystem services. The monetary value of 
quantifiable benefits from Natural Capital in Tees Valley is in excess of £100 million p.a. with a capital asset value of 
£2.8 billion. In per capita terms these values are around one quarter and one sixth of national rates respectively.

Benefit Significance
 (1 small, 5 large)

Indicator Annual benefit Asset value

Timber, hay and other materials 1 Timber and wood products, stumpage value n/a n/a

Food
1 Net income from fisheries £360,000 £11 million
1 Resource rent from crop and livestock production ~ £0 ~ £0

Clean and plentiful water 3 Value of water abstraction n/a n/a

Clean air 3 Health benefits from PM2.5 removal £8 million £235 million

Protection from floods and other hazards 3 Value of flood protection benefits provided by natural capital n/a n/a

Pollination and pest control 1 Value of pollination and pest and disease control n/a n/a

Biodiversity 2 n/a n/a

Equable climate 3 Social cost of carbon emission (natural capital) (£5 million) (£395 million)

Cultural wellbeing
3 Social benefit of recreational visits (parks, beaches & paths) £100 million £3.0 billion

3 Physical and mental health and other benefits n/a n/a

Land
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ONS have updated the Rural Urban 
classification. The new RUC 2021 classifies 
Output Area’s using residential household 
density, population thresholds of areas of the 
built environment and travel times. 

Tees Valley local authority classifications:

Darlington
Urban: Majority nearer to a major town or city 

Hartlepool 
Urban: Majority nearer to a major town or city 

Middlesbrough
Urban: Majority nearer to a major town or city 

Redcar and Cleveland
Intermediate urban: Majority nearer to a 
major town or city 

Stockton-on-Tees 
Urban: Majority nearer to a major town or city

Tees Valley Rural Urban classification

Source: ONS, 2025 2021 Rural Urban Classification - Office for National Statistics

Land

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fmethodology%2Fgeography%2Fgeographicalproducts%2Fruralurbanclassifications%2F2021ruralurbanclassification&data=05%7C02%7CNatasha.Wilson%40teesvalley-ca.gov.uk%7C3ca834a99d7e4f80be5208dd6ae05b0c%7C41561ac9cd6c4318b02eb1f4937e28e2%7C0%7C0%7C638784234070974889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z0RufsNB4QUJn6%2BjeF9%2BQQrL008bpE2ucTVQmRslTh4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fmethodology%2Fgeography%2Fgeographicalproducts%2Fruralurbanclassifications%2F2021ruralurbanclassification&data=05%7C02%7CNatasha.Wilson%40teesvalley-ca.gov.uk%7C3ca834a99d7e4f80be5208dd6ae05b0c%7C41561ac9cd6c4318b02eb1f4937e28e2%7C0%7C0%7C638784234070974889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z0RufsNB4QUJn6%2BjeF9%2BQQrL008bpE2ucTVQmRslTh4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fmethodology%2Fgeography%2Fgeographicalproducts%2Fruralurbanclassifications%2F2021ruralurbanclassification&data=05%7C02%7CNatasha.Wilson%40teesvalley-ca.gov.uk%7C3ca834a99d7e4f80be5208dd6ae05b0c%7C41561ac9cd6c4318b02eb1f4937e28e2%7C0%7C0%7C638784234070974889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z0RufsNB4QUJn6%2BjeF9%2BQQrL008bpE2ucTVQmRslTh4%3D&reserved=0
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Tees Valley contains 42 built up 
areas (BUA’s) spread throughout 
the Tees Valley region, accounting 
for around 20,500 hectares (26% 
of Tees Valley land area). 95% of 
the Tees Valley population live 
within a BUA.

BUA’s are geography based using 
topographic data to show 
developed land, over 20 hectares 
in area. 

BUA’s are used within the Rural 
Urban classification to determine 
the amalgamated BUA’s and 
represent the built environment 
within a location.

Tees Valley built-up areas

Land

Source: ONS, 2025
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Tees Valley coastal built-up areas

Source: ONS, 2025

A subsector of Built-Up Areas, the 
coastal definition used focuses on 
the physical location of the BUA.

Land



78

Contents

Contents

Long Term Flood Risk Areas - Rivers and Sea Map

Source: gov.uk, Technical map - Check your long term flood risk - GOV.UK 

Land

https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map
https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map
https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map
https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map
https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map
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Long Term Flood Risk Areas - Reservoirs

Source: gov.uk, Technical map - Check your long term flood risk - GOV.UK 

Land

https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map
https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map
https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map
https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map
https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map
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Of the 417 LSOA areas in Tees 
Valley:

▪ 100 (24%) LSOAs rank in the 
top third nationally for tree 
cover

▪ 109 (26%) LSOAs rank in the 
middle third nationally for 
tree cover

▪ 208 (50%) LSOAs rank in the 
bottom third nationally for 
tree cover

Tees Valley Tree Canopy Cover 2023

Source: Friends of the Earth

Land
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Teesside Airport Business Suite
Teesside International Airport
Darlington DL2 1NJ

01325 792 600
www.teesvalley-ca.gov.uk

Follow us @TeesValleyCA

Investment Development Team Contacts:

Anthony Ruddy | Economic Intelligence Manager
anthony.ruddy@teesvalley-ca.gov.uk 

Will Haywood | Economic Intelligence Officer
Natasha Wilson | Economic Intelligence Officer
Nicola Hunter | Economic Intelligence Officer
James Mousley | Economic Intelligence Assistant

mailto:anthony.ruddy@teesvalley-ca.gov.uk
mailto:anthony.ruddy@teesvalley-ca.gov.uk
mailto:anthony.ruddy@teesvalley-ca.gov.uk
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