South Tees Development Corporation Declaration of Interests Procedure

1. The purpose of this note is to provide advice and guidance to all members of the
Development Corporation Board and Audit & Risk Committee on the procedure for
declaring interests. The procedure is set out in full in the Development Corporation’s
Constitution under the “Code of Conduct for Members” (Appendix 3).
Personal Interests
2. The Code of Conduct sets out in full, the principles on the general conduct of members
in their capacity at the Development Corporation. As a general principle, members
should act impartially and should not use their position at the Development Corporation
to further their personal or private interests.
3. There are two types of personal interests covered by the Constitution:
a.

“disclosable pecuniary interests”. In general, a disclosable pecuniary interest will
involve any financial interests, such as paid employment or membership of a
body, interests in contracts, or ownership of land or shares. Members have a
pecuniary interest in a matter where there is a reasonable likelihood or
expectation that the business to be considered will affect your well-being or
financial position, or the well-being or financial position of the following persons:
i. a member of your family;
ii. any person with whom you have a close association;
iii. in relation to a) and b) above, their employer, any firm in which they are a
partner, or a company of which they are a director;
iv. any person or body in whom persons described in a) and b) above have a
beneficial interest in a class of securities exceeding the nominal value of
£25,000; or
v. any body as described in paragraph 3 b) i) and ii) below.

b. Any other personal interests. You have a personal interest in any business of the
Development Corporation where it relates to or is likely to affect:
i.
any body of which you are a member (or in a position of general
control or management) and to which you are appointed or
nominated by the Development Corporation;
ii.
any body which:
• exercises functions of a public nature;
• is directed to charitable purposes;
• one of whose principle purposes includes influencing public
opinion or policy (including any political party or trade union)
of which you are a member (or in a position of general
control or management).

Declarations of interest relating to the Councils’ commercial role
4. Financial relationships between the Development Corporation and individual councils do
not in themselves create a conflict of interest for Council Leaders who are also
Development Corporation Board members. Nor is it a conflict of interest if the
Development Corporation supports activities within a council boundary. Nevertheless,
there are specific circumstances where the Board may consider entering into direct
contractual arrangements with a council, for example in relation to a particular
commercial investment project, or in which that council is a co-funder. In these
circumstances a non-pecuniary declaration of interest should be made by the Council
Leader or their substitute.
Procedures for Declaring Interests
5. In line with the Code of Conduct, members are required to adhere to the following
procedures for declaring interests:
Register of Interests
6. Each member is required to complete a register of interests form with their personal
interests, within 28 days of their appointment to the Development Corporation. If no
declaration is received from elected members within 28 days the matter may be referred
to the Head of Paid Service of your local authority and Leader of the political group you
represent on your council for action. If a Declaration is not submitted within an
appropriate timescale you may be prevented from attending committee meetings. Details
of any personal interests registered will be published on the Development Corporation’s
website, with the full register available at the Development Corporation’s offices for
public inspection. The form will be updated on an annual basis but it is the responsibility
of each member to notify the Monitoring Officer of any changes to the register throughout
the year. Notification of a change must be made to the Monitoring Officer within 28 days
of becoming aware of that change.
Declaration of Interests at Meetings
7. The Development Corporation will include a standing item at the start of each statutory
meeting for declaration of interests. Where members are aware that any of their personal
interests are relevant to an item of business being considered at a meeting they are
attending, they must declare that interest either during the standing item on the agenda,
at the start of the consideration of the item of business, or when the interest becomes
apparent, if later.
8. Where members consider that their interest could be considered by the public as so
significant that it is likely to prejudice the members’ judgement then they may not
participate in any discussion and voting on the matter at the meeting, but may attend the
meeting to make representations, answer questions or give evidence relating to the
business, before it is discussed and voted upon.
9. If the interest is a disclosable pecuniary interest (as summarised in paragraph 3a) then
the member must leave the meeting room during discussion and voting on the item of
business, but may make representations, give evidence and answer questions before

leaving the meeting room. Failure to comply with the requirements in relation to
disclosable pecuniary interests is a criminal offence.
Sensitive Information
10. Members can seek the advice of the monitoring officer if they consider that the
disclosure of their personal interests contains sensitive information.

