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SIRF’s XTRAX Professional Programme
The Engine Room: Tees Valley Spotlight

Don’t Miss This: Tees Valley Takes the Spotlight at SIRF 2026

The Stockton International Riverside Festival (SIRF) returns 31 July — 2 August 2026 and this year
brings an unmissable opportunity for Tees Valley artists. In partnership with Without Walls,
Outdoor Arts UK, and Tees Valley Combined Authority’s The Engine Room, SIRF's XTRAX
Professional Programme is opening the door for local artists to connect, showcase, and grow.

Immerse yourself in a full weekend of opportunity as an XTRAX delegate at SIRF. Experience
world-class outdoor performances, build meaningful connections with international programmers
and fellow artists, showcase your work to key decision-makers, and develop your knowledge of
the outdoor arts sector.

Tees Valley artists can unlock exclusive tailored opportunities designed to help you navigate the
festival, develop your work, and maximise every moment ensuring you leave with new contacts,
fresh insight, and real pathways to future touring and partnerships.
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What's On?

Throughout the weekend, take advantage of tailored sessions designed to build your
confidence, knowledge and networks. Look for the # in the programme below for Tees Valley
artists exclusive events.

Where? All events will be held at Arc Stockton, Dovecot St, Stockton-on-Tees TS18 1LL
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Rough Cut Revolutions - Tickets
Pay what you feel. 16+

Orientation and onboarding ran by SIRF’s delivery team for
Tees Valley artists. Perfect if you're new to SIRF. Get insider
tips on how to make the most of every moment

Outdoor Commissioning Masterclass with IOU Creation Centre
Learn how to shape your work for outdoor touring and
commissioning success

Engine Room: Tees Valley Spotlight

A brand new session designed to put local artists front and
centre. Expect artist talks, panel discussions & open
conversations about international exchange and collaboration
with fellow international, national and regional delegates.

SIRF26 Festival Launch

Artist Informal Networking at ARC Stockton Arts Centre

XTRAX: Culture, Identity & Belonging in the Streets.
International panel discussion chaired by Dr Beatriz Garcia

Reflection session for Tees Valley Artists with the SIRF team
Digest, discuss and share ideas about the 10am panel
discussion, with fellow artists

XTRAX Shorts: Artists Pitch Sessions

Presented in partnership with Without Walls. UK and
international artists will pitch new work that has been
developed and is ready for touring.

Reflection session for Tees Valley Artists with the SIRF team
Discuss key learnings from the pitches - and turn them into
action
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Showcase Your Work Internationally

Want to get your work directly in front of decision-makers? A SIRF x The Engine Room Tees Valley
Spotlight booklet will be shared with all national and international delegates, and you can be part
of it. This is a powerful opportunity to:

e Present your work to programmers actively booking new shows
e Position yourself for touring and commissioning opportunities
e Be seen alongside the region’s leading creative talent

Deadline for submissions: Monday 13" July 5pm

How to get involved

STEP 1: Register as an XTRAX delegate To access the XTRAX professional programme
(outlined above)

STEP 2: To also access the Tees Valley exclusive events (masterclass, festival orientation
and reflection sessions) and/or to submit your details for the Spotlight booklet
fill in this form
(Booklet submissions must be complete by 5pm 13" July. Sign up to events by 23
July)

Why You Need to Be There

This is your chance to:

¢ Meet and build relationships with international festival organisers, programmers, and
commissioners actively looking for new work

e Raise your profile beyond the region and position your practice for touring and
collaboration

e Connect with fellow Tees Valley artists. Share ideas, spark collaborations, and strengthen
the local creative network

e Gain insider knowledge on how to take your work to national and global audiences

Whether you're ready to tour now or just starting to explore international opportunities, this is a
rare chance to:

e Step into international conversations
e Put your work on the radar of the people who can help to take it further

Make sure you'’re in the room!
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About our partners:

SIRF

The Stockton International Riverside Festival (SIRF) is an annual free outdoor arts and street
theatre festival in Stockton-on-Tees. Taking place in early August, it attracts international
artists performing to thousands of spectators each year. It showcases outstanding
international street theatre, dance, circus and music acts with a packed programme of shows
for all the family.

XTRAX

XTRAX supports the development of inspirational outdoor performance and delivers UK and
international showcases, tours and events. XTRAX partners annually with Stockton
International Riverside Festival (SIRF) to deliver a showcase and professional networking
events alongside the festival.

Without Walls

Without Walls is a pioneer and trailblazer of exceptional outdoor art in the UK. They forge and
spearhead a network of cultural organisations and festivals. They work in partnership to
commission, co-create, and share outdoor art with communities across the country, and
ensure onward touring nationally and internationally.

IOU Creation Centre

IOU Creation Centre for contemporary art, engineering, and technology. Supporting artists to
develop, produce, exhibit and tour innovative new work. IOU Creation Centre aims to spark
and empower artists and participants to embrace originality and create innovative art and
immersive environments fuelled by imagination and curiosity with a mixed programme of IOU
Labs, IOU Art School, and IOU Presents.

Delivered by SIRF and The Engine Room on behalf of the Tees Valley Mayor and Combined
Authority. Funded by UK Government through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund.

Supported using public funding by

ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND

TEES

Funded by {gy
URLLEY

FY
.
K e n®

» UK Government e



https://www.sirf.co.uk/
https://xtrax.org.uk/about/who-we-are/
https://withoutwalls.uk.com/about/
https://ioucreationcentre.org/about/

